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ITEM 1: PROPOSED FISCAL YEAR 2017 BUDGET FOR THE COUNTY
OF MAUI

CHAIR HOKAMA: . . . gavel... This meeting shall come to order. This is an official meeting
of the Council’s Committee on Budget and Finance. These are the rules of this Budget
and finance Committee for tonight’s hearing. When your name is called, please come
forward; state your name. If you represent an organization, state that organization’s
name. And because there is a lot of people who would like to share testimony with the
Committee tonight, you will all be given the same amount of time. You have three
minutes maximum to share your thoughts with the Committee. If you choose to submit
additional testimony by written or fax, the Committee accepts that form of testimony
also, so you can submit it in that manner. First of all, turn off all your noise-making
devices as a courtesy to one another. The Chair will not repeat that request. Because
we are in Central Maui, we are happy to have two Co-Chalrs for tonight’s meeting. The
two Co-Chalrs are Mr. Victorino of Wailuku and Mr. Guzman of Kahului. So what we’re
going to do is, I’m going to relieve my duties upon them, and those two gentlemen will
run the meeting for the rest of the evening. So thank you very much for showing up;
sharing your thoughts with the Committee, and your concerns on what is your priorities;
as well as how you would like to pay for what you request. So with that, Mr. Victorino
and Mr. Guzman, if you would introduce the Committee and start the meeting please.

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Thank you very much, and thank you, Chair Hokama. I’m
Mike Victorino from the Wailuku-Walhee-Walkapu area, and I would like to introduce
the Members that are present at this point. You all met our Chair, Mr. Riki Hokama,
from the Island of Lanai. You can clap now.

AUDIENCE: . . . (applause)...

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: From the Haiku-Makawao-Paia area, Mr. Mike White, Chair
of our Council.

AUDIENCE: . . . (applause)...

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: To my far left side, from East Maui, Mr. Robert Carroll.

COUNCILMEMBER CARROLL: Aloha.

AUDIENCE: . . . (applause)...
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COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: And this young lady is her last rodeo, this is her last time.
Ten years she sat in these chairs and she’s ready to not have to sit here again but I
would like to introduce the Upcountry representative, Ms. Gladys Baisa.

COUNCILMEMBER BAlSA: Aloha.

AUDIENCE: . . . (applause)...

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: The young lady from West Maui, Ms. Elle Cochran.

AUDIENCE: .. . (applause)...

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Our representative from South Maui, Mr. Don Couch.

COUNCILMEMBER COUCH: Aloha.

AUDIENCE: . . . (applause)...

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: And the young man next to me, which we call “Da Boy”
because he’s so young compared to the rest of us, Mr. Don Guzman from the Kahului
District.

AUDIENCE (applause)...

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: You all understand the rules and I’m going to let Mr. Guzman
start because age before beauty. You got that one right, uh, age before beauty. No, no,
I’m happy to be older than him so let him start. Go ahead.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Okay. Where are we?

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Right here - number 1.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Aiyanna Barcai.

.BEGIN PUBLIC TESTIMONY...

MS. BARCAI: Thank you. Good evening. My name is Aiyanna Barcai and I’m 16 years old. I
am from Wailuku, and I’ve been attending Hui Malama since January. The reason me
and my family chose Hui Malama is that my previous school didn’t fit my learning styles
because I didn’t fit in like big crowds, I like the cultural part of Hui Malama because I
enjoy learning about Hawaiian Studies. For example, every morning we have morning
protocol where we can chant as welcoming to leave the negativity behind. And then I
also like Hawaiian Studies class with Kumu K&i because he makes the class very
interesting. He taught us how to kui kalo, which is pounding poi, and I enjoyed learning
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about the whole process. Another class that I like is science. As a kid, I never liked
science but Kumu Kevin’s class is very hands-on and he explains things well so it’s easy
for me to understand than using text books. The most important skills that I am
learning at Hui Malama are culinary class. I am learning about nutrition and how to
cook, and healthy eating is important to me because I would like to cook for me and my
future family. I also appreciate the teachers at Hui Malama who are very understanding
and are willing to push us out of our comfort zones. After I graduate from Hui Malama
I want to get my GED. I would like to become a Punana Leo teacher for preschoolers or
a tattoo artist though I am more leaning towards becoming a teacher because I have
always enjoyed caring for kids and babysitting. I would also be able to use my art skills
to teach them and make learning fun. Hui Malama is helping me to prepare for my GED
and work towards my goals. I would recommend Hui Malama to others who need a
place where there is an alternative way of learning. Thank you, guys or
Councilmembers, for taking the time to listen to me and the rest of the community. I
appreciate all of your hard work and your support. Thank you.

AUDIENCE: . . . (applause)...

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Next testifier - Melritalina Gragas.

MS. GRAGAS: Hello. My name is Melritalina Gragas and I am 16 years old and I currently
reside in the area of Wailuku. I am a full-time student at Hui Malama Learning Center,
and the reason why I’m attending there is because I was getting in trouble often, and I
wasn’t getting the proper education help that I needed in a public high school. And with
Hui Malama they offer the help that I needed to fulfill my proper educational needs. Hui
Malama Learning Center is important to me because of the way they help kids that are
struggling in a regular high school. Another reason why Hui Malama is important to
me is because they teach us life skills that we will need in the future when we become
adults. Hui Malama is helping me prep for the future by teaching us how to cook, work
outdoors, and telling us that we need to stand up for ourselves because we will be adults
soon and we’re going to have to stand up for ourselves because nobody will be there to
stand up for us but they will be there to support us. What I really like about Hui Malama
is the teachers are great. They teach us one-on-one or two to three students at a time
so we can understand what we’re learning about even more. Thank you,
Councilmembers, for supporting Hui Malama Learning Center.

AUDIENCE: . . . (applause)...

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Thank you. Kealei Kord.

MS. KORD: Good evening. My name is Kealei Kord. I am 16 years old. I am in the 1 ith grade
and I go to Hui Malama, I attended Hui Malama because I had a hard time in public
school, I started going to Hui Malama in August. At Hui Malama I like the teachers
because they take their time with the students. They make sure we learn the material
before we leave class. I like that we go on excursions and learn about gardening, science,
history, and culture. I’ve learned how to take care of plants and do outside work instead
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of being in a classroom all day. It’s easier for me to learn by seeing nature and watching
things grow outside than by reading about it in a book. In the future, I would like to
get my GED and go to college. Hui Malama has this online program that helps us
students prepare for our GED. It helps me to understand what grade level I am at for
each subject and it gives me individual lives work that will help me pass my GED. I’m
not too sure what I would like to be at when I grow up but I would like to either work at
a resort or have my own business. Thank you for helping to keep Hui Malama open.
Going to Hui Malama is helping me and will help a lot more kids in the future.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Very good. Thank you.

AUDIENCE: .. . (applause)...

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Alex Macaraeg. Alex? Nora Macaraeg? No. MEDB. They must
have left. Is he parking? So we’ll pass that one. Kyla Kealohapauole.

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Sorry, Kailie. We try hard.

MS. KEALOHAPAUOLE: It’s actually Kyla. Hi, my name is Kyla Kealohapauole. I am 13 years
old and I currently go to Maui Waena Intermediate School. I am in the 7th grade. I’ve
been in MEO for about a year and what we learn in MEO is that negative effects of
drinking and smoking. We also do community service to help other people in need. And
we have a lot of fun things for MEO. We try making Maui a better place to live on. And
so thank you for your continued support to the MEO Youth Service Program.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Thank you.

AUDIENCE: . . . (applause).

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Next testifier, Alissa Okada. Come on down. followed by
Christine Alonzo.

MS. OKADA: Good evening. My name is Alissa Okada and I am 11 years old. I am in the 6th
grade at Maui Waena and I joined MEO Youth Services Program during the beginning
of 6th grade and have enjoyed it ever since. MEO picks us up from school, provides
snacks for us, gives us time to do homework and takes us on various adventures such
as hiking, camping and swimming. We also give back to the community by sign waving
to give awareness and prevent drug and alcohol abuse. Last year, we even helped out
at the senior citizens at the Senior Fair. I really enjoyed being a part of MEO Youth
Services and look forward to continuing this program. Thank you for your time and
support.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Thank you.

AUDIENCE: . . . (applause)...
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COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Christine Alonzo followed by Jennifer Suzuki.

MS. ALONZO: Good evening, Honorable Councilmembers. My name is Christine Alonzo, an
8th grade student at Maui Waena Intermediate School. I am here to testify on behalf of
Maui Economic Development Board. MEDB has given me so much opportunities in the
last year like recording a radio commercial for the Ke Alahele Fund Benefit Dinner and
being able to attend the banquet as a speaker with my classmate. Speaking to a crowd
of over 500 guests was sure nerve-racking. But in the process of practicing I have gained
confidence in publicly speaking. I would like to thank MEDB for giving me this
opportunity because from that experience I am now much more outgoing to speak at
events. Without MEDB I would not be able to publicly speak and have more confidence
in what I do. Please support MEDB for me, my club, and the students of Maui. Thank
you.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Thank you.

AUDIENCE: . . . (applause)...

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Jennifer Suzuki followed by Brendan Baker. So the next person
if you could come up front so that we can. . . there you go. Go ahead. Thank you.

MS. SUZUKI: Good evening, Honorable Councilmembers. My name is Jennifer Suzuki and
I’m the Technology teacher and Advisor to the Tech Club at Maui Waena Intermediate
School. I’m here to testify on behalf of Maui Economic Development Board, MEDB has
given so much to my students and to my program. Basically, through the 21st century
grant they’ve obtained, we were able to staff a full-fledged STEM after work school
program where we offer media, robotics, coding and gardening. We have over a hundred
students enrolled and they are all able to participate in real life STEM activities on a
daily basis. They run a 20-minute show that airs in our school’s closed circuit. They
create computer games, animations, commercials, they build robots, and they grew over
500 lbs. of food last year. None of this would have been possible without the support of
Maui Economic Development Board. But really, the most important thing that MEDB
does for my students is give them confidence. Confidence to compete on a national
level. Opportunity — opportunity to learn from industry experts. And exposure -

exposure to industry standard programs and equipment. My students are capable,
brilliant, hardworking, and amazing. And because of MEDB they are given the chance
to show it. Please support MEDB. Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Thank you.

AUDIENCE: .. . (applause]...

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Brendan Baker followed by Kemu Jamal.

MS. BAKER: Good evening, Honorable Council. My name is Brendan Baker. I’m here on
behalf of the Maui Economic Development Board. I’m currently 17 years old and I reside
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in Wailuku but I do attend Maui High School. And MEDB has been sponsoring Maui
High School’s STEMwork classes and afterschool robotics program, which I’m currently
enrolled in and I’ve been enrolled in for the past four years of my high school career.
And through that, I’ve been able to learn so much about STEM, which is Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Math, and I’ve always had a passion for building and
designing. That’s always been my thing. I like to take things apart and being able to
actually go to a class and afterschool program and being able to do that but on a way
more fun level with robotics especially because that’s one of my other passions now,
and I get to be with more students to actually do what I love to do. So I get to have
wonderful connections being able to go to competitions that MEDB is helping fund and
support and being able to meet other people especially when we go to Hawaii Regional
for robotics. We get to meet people from Japan, from China, from Australia, and from
the mainland. So we get to make wonderful connections and learn so much about
science, technology, engineering and math with people that we love. So I want to thank
MEDB and I want to help that you guys support MEDB in this decision, or not decision
but in STEM. Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Thank you.

AUDIENCE: . . . (applause)...

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: So the next testifier is Kema Jamal followed by Danielle
Nakamoto.

MS. JAMAL: Good evening. My name is Kema Jamal. The purpose of my testimony is
representation of Malama family Recovery Center. 38$ Ano Street is home away from
home. It is truly our tight-knit ohana. Malama family Recovery Center is a substance
abuse treatment facility for women and their children only that provides a life net path
to recovery. It is one of the only two facilities in the State that allows women to enter
treatment with their children. They offer both residential and out-patient treatment
with a therapeutic approach, including Hawaiian culture practices. Women and their
children can stay up to 1$ months in the facility at varying levels of care while they learn
how to live clean and sober lives and reintegrate back into the community with
confidence. Malama Family Recovery Center eliminates the barriers to treatment that
have traditionally kept women from getting the help they need. They provide
transportation, child care during classes, intensive treatment, and case management.
The staff conducts developmental screening for all children as early as two months to
five years of age and refer these children for services in the community as needed. This
builds a strong foundation for the mothers and children. Malama Family Recovery
Center helps the women develop community connections with all of the wonderful
agencies Maui has to offer. These connections provide a solid foundation for long-term
recovery success. The facility provides food, shelter and a safe nurturing environment
for 25 women and their children at any given time. Malama Family Recovery Center is
sensitive to women in eminent danger and trauma situations. We are all proud to
announce that 86 percent of the women who successfully completed the therapeutic
living program last year are doing well with reported no drug or alcohol use since
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treatment completion. These women also have employment, stable housing, and
repaired family relationships. We would like to thank Maui County and all of you
Councilmembers for supporting this wonderful program that does so much for the
families they serve. Addiction is a severe epidemic on all of our islands. It has no
prejudice over anyone. However, there is hope in the healing, there is growth in the
support. Last and not least, I leave you with this — there is power in recovery. Thank
you.

AUDIENCE: .. . (applause)...

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Is it Danielle Nakamoto?

MS. NAKAMOTO: Yes. Aloha. My name is Danielle and I’m representing Malama Recovery
Center. I am 43 years old; I have four children and two grandchildren. I’m a recovering
addict for over 20 plus years till I finally realized that I had a problem. I called Malama
Family Recovery Center because I knew that I had a really bad addiction, and that I had
to do something with my life. I didn’t want to continue to do the same bad habits that
I continued to do. I was in circles, I was running in circles, playing ring around the
roses with my lifestyle and it was getting me nowhere. I was tired of doing the same
things and not moving forward. So I want to say “thank you” to Malama Recovery Center
for admitting me into their program. They have taught me how to reprogram the
importance of being clean and sober. What makes me appreciate them a lot more is
that now I am in after care, which is once a week, they would let me attend to their
classes to just hang out with the girls. So, once again, I want to say personally thank
you to Lisa, Aunty Donna, to all the counselors, to all the PAs, employees to Malama
Recovery Center. I have my family and my life back. Thank you, to all Councilmembers.

AUDIENCE: .. . (applause)...

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Thank you. Well go back to the first two - Alex Macaraeg?

MS. MACARAEO: Hi. I’m sorry but Alex had to go to another meeting.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Okay, you’re next up.

MS. MACARAEG: I am next. Awesome. Thanks, Don. Hello, everyone, I am here to speak on
behalf of MEDB, and I just wanted...

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Your name, please.

MS. MACARAEG: Oh, my name is Nora Macaraeg. I’m Alex’s mom.

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Okay.

MS. MACARAEG: And Alex is part of the Maui Waena afterschool program. And I just wanted
to say how much it has benefitted him and we hope that you will continue to support
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MEDB because they do so much wonderful things for our kids. I just wanted to share
that unfortunately a lot of kids don’t always love going to school or doing homework,
but for us it was our leverage for Alex. He’s one of them that don’t like school very much
but because he loves the afterschool program it made him. . . because we used it as a
leverage for him to be able to go to the afterschool program he has to stay on top of his
homework and it’s amazing to see what they are willing to do when they love something.
So I hope that you will continue to support MED3. And the other thing also that I
wanted to share was I used to think that the STEM program was, you know, more like
the nerdy club but I think up until recently they have added like a gardening program
and a lot of kids who are into that techy group they don’t get to see that side. And that’s
one thing that I am very grateful for is because they had added that on. My son actually
learned that vegetables are not necessarily always from the grocery stores, and he
actually got to see, I mean, be a part of growing them. So anyway, thank you so much.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Thank you, Nora.

AUDIENCE: . . . (applause)...

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Sydney Dempsey followed by Tiana-Lei Juan.

MS. DEMPSEY: Good evening, Councilmembers. My name is Sydney Dempsey and I’m a
Junior at Maui High School and I’m here to testify on behalf of the Maui Economic and
Development Board [sic], and their support in STEM. This past year, I was one of the
interns through MEDB’s summer internship program. This internship has given me
experience working for a client and producing graphics and videos that will be used to
help improve the business. It has also taken my learning outside of the classroom and
not only improve my technology skills but also my communication, organizational, and
time management abilities. And also through MEDB’s support and robotics at the
school, it has also exposed me towards many future careers such as computer science
and engineering. Being a member of robotics has helped me grow and work on my
problem solving skills and taught me the importance of collaboration and how it is vital
towards reaching success, My experiences through robotics and STEM have also helped
me earn and become a Dean’s list finalist at our recent competition. And the Dean’s list
award recognizes students who exemplify STEM education and 2) are passionate in
STEM. And this award has also given me the opportunity to travel to St. Louis and to
the world championships. So without MED3’s support I never would have been exposed
to these opportunities and discover my passion for STEM. So, thank you,
Councilmembers and thank you for listening.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Thank you.

AUDIENCE: . . .(applause)...

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Tiana-Lei Juan followed by Breanna Marie Taguchi.
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MS. JUAN: Good evening, Honorable Councilmembers, My name is Tiana-Lei Juan and I am
an 8th grade student at Maui Waena Intermediate School. I am here to testify on behalf
of Maui Economic Development Board. Not only have we been lucky enough to have
received funding from MEDB but they have given us the opportunity to attend many
workshops and conferences. They have graciously included us in photo shop training,
web design training, workshops on renewable energy, and the STEMworks Conference
at which we were able to learn about everything from optical technology to game design.
This year, we had just attended the 13th Annual Student Television Network Convention
in Atlanta, Georgia. With the equipment that MEDB was able to provide us with we
were able to place in 9 out of 11 awards. Maui Waena is the only middle school that
has won that many awards for student television network. However, MEDB has not
only provided our club with the equipment necessary to being the best that we are. They
have provided us with the money to travel and attend the STEM conventions where we
get to meet new people and share our passions for videography, photography, and
writing. With that teams from different places of the world get to bond and make new
friends over something that they love to do — their passion, their life. There we get to
come together and not diverge. MEDB has enriched my life and given me learning
opportunities and life experiences that I never would have had without them. Their staff
is caring and dedicated, and their funding is so important to the youth of Maui. Thank
you.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Thank you.

AUDIENCE: .. . (applause)...

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: So we have Breanna and next to follow is Wincy Perez.

MS. TAGUCHI: Good evening, Honorable Councilmembers. My name is Breanna Marie
Taguchi. I am an $th grade student at Maui Waena Intermediate School. I’m here to
testify on behalf of the Maui Economic Development Board. MEDB has been so
supportive of our media program. We were Ke Alahele grant recipients and this helped
us to attend digital media training classes to ameliorate our abilities. Last year, Emmy
award winner Les Rose came to teach us more about journalism and storytelling. Since
MEDB has given me this opportunity to attend Les Rose’s summer camp I got to meet
up with him again in Atlanta, Georgia during the 13th Annual Student Television
Network Convention and was introduced to more of his astonishing breathtaking stories
and knowledge. He taught me how to expand my vocabulary, shoot with love and
passion, and grasp on to an amazing story when you see one. He shows everyone that
you are capable of creating a heartfelt and fascinating story. We are so fortunate to
have this partnership because I wouldn’t have been able to meet such a wonderful
person like Les. I’ve gained so much knowledge from him. I have learned so much
throughout my middle school experiences. I want you to personally recommend you to
support Maui Economic Development Board with funding for my club, my school, and
the students of Maui. Thank you for your consideration and time. Mahalo.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Thank you.
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AUDIENCE: . . . (applause)...

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Wincy Perez followed by Malie Karnalo.

MR. PEREZ: Good evening, Honorable Councilmembers. My name is Wincy Gerard Perez and
I am a 6th grader at Maui Waena Intermediate School. I’m here to testify on behalf of
Maui Economic Development Board. The club STEMworks have been lucky to get
funding for MEDB because it has allowed our club to get exclusive opportunities such
as the GIS training camp. This camp has allowed me to delve, develop. . . not making
sales which has allowed me participate in the STEM Conference using these skills in
the map making section. This also allowed me to make new relationships and meet new
people at the camp such as new teachers and new other students. Also, right now, I
wouldn’t be standing here and speaking if it weren’t for the club that gave me the skills
that I have formed since the beginning of my school year. Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Thank you. Good job.

AUDIENCE: .. . (applause)...

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Malie Kamalo followed by Victoria Satoafaiga. I can’t pronounce
this last name. That’s right? Sorry if I butchered that.

MS. KAMALO: That’s okay. Good evening, Honorable Councilmembers. My name is Malie
Kamalo and I’m a 7th grade student at Maui Waena Intermediate School. I am here to
testify on behalf of Maui Economic Development Board. MEDB has given my club and
I a variety of opportunities. MEDB has helped us fund for our equipment that is able
to make videos for competitions and a weekly show called “Falcon Features,” that airs
every Wednesday. This year, I have the opportunity to attend the 7th Annual STEM
Conference at the Wailea Beach Marriott along with a few of my peers. This allows me
to learn more about technology and STEM-related things. Not only is this conference
about learning but I also get to create brand new friendships with people around the
State. My club and I are very grateful for all the support, funding, and opportunities
that MEDB has given us. It’s helped me get more involved with my career options and
create brand new friends. Without MEDB our club would never have been the same as
today. Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Thank you.

AUDIENCE: . . . (applause)...

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Victoria followed by Makoa Maldanado.

MS. SATOAFAIGA: Good evening, Honorable Councilmembers. My name is Victoria
Satoafaiga. I’m the Unit Director for the Girls and Boys Clubs of Maui — Paukukalo
Club. I want to share with you all an amazing success story that took place at our club
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this past week. We have three girls that attend our club daily. One of these girls attend
Maui Waena Intermediate and the other two attend lao Intermediate. All three of our
girls have been struggling with their grades for the past two quarters. Since then our
staff team have been pouring into these three members and have suggested that they
be enrolled into our Sylvan Learning Tutoring Program. During the last few months we
have been encouraging them to complete all of their daily assignments, be responsible
for themselves, and we’ve been keeping them accountable for their choices. Now, I am
proud to say that all three of them have shown great progress in school. Report cards
came in last week and I was both nervous and excited to see how they did. Member No.
1, which shall remain nameless, starting the year with a very low GPA of 0.2$. She has
progressed to a GPA of 2.0 for her third quarter grade. Member No. 2 started the year
with a 1.0 GPA, and now holds a 2.3 GPA for this quarter. Last but not least, Member
No. 3 began the year with a 2.2 GPA and has impressively raised her GPA to a 3.2.
These young girls are still work in progress and I know that, unfortunately, a lot of their
academic hardship stems from their home life. As a staff team, we have decided not
only to recognize our high GPA members but also these three individuals who have
improved immensely. Overwhelmed by emotion and pure pride for these girls, I literally
had to remove myself during club meeting and have my staff — Uncle Pono announce
the award of most improved grades. I wanted to share this story with you, not to brag
about our staff team or accomplishments but to truly highlight the work that we all do
as a community. I’m extremely proud of these young ladies and I can’t wait to see what
the future holds. I believe that just with a little time, effort, encouragement, and
consistency, amazing things can happen. We are encouraging more members not to
stop here but to keep pushing forward. Our goal for everyone at our club is a 4.0 grade
point average. I believe that these three girls will meet this goal very soon. Our
organization could not share success stories like these without your continuous
support.

MS. BROOKS: 2 minutes 45 seconds.

MS. SATOAFIAGA: Mahalo for your time and all that you do for our keiki. Thank you.

AUDIENCE: .. . (applause]...

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Very good. Is this Makoa?

MR. MALDANADO-GAEA: Aloha, Honorable Councilmembers. My name is Makoa Maldanado.
I am $ years old. I go to Lihikai Elementary School. I go to Paukukalo Club and I’ve
been going to the club for the past three years. I come to club mostly every day unless
I have a baseball game or unless I have to go home because I have no practice. What I
like about club is when we go down to the field and we get our daily exercise. I like
going in the gym playing sham battles, kickball, but what I mostly like about going to
the Boys and Girls Club is snack shop. I also like the STEM program because the STEM
program has been helping me improve my grades in school, on my homework, doing my
test, and I’ve been scoring a little higher than most of the smartest kids in the class.
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COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Right on.

MR. MALDANADO-GAEA: And in STEM we\ie been learning about engineering - how things
work, what things are reusable, recyclable, and what things can be thrown away. And
if you don’t know what STEM means, it means Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Math. I just wanted to tell all of you thank you for supporting Boys and Girls Clubs on
Maui. See you next year, Councilmembers.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Good job! You’re the man.

AUDIENCE: . . . (applause)...

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Windy featherhair followed by Evan Aquinde. Oh, left. Okay.
So Evan Aquinde. . . followed by Janice Aquinde,

MR. AQUINDE: Good evening, Honorable Councilmembers. My name is Evan Aquinde and I
am an $th grader from Maui Waena Intermediate School. I am here to testify on behalf
of MEDB. Thanks to MEDB I was able to learn how to film, edit, animate, make videos,
and program robots because of STEM activities. MEDB has also introduced me to many
career choices like videography, game designing, and programming by allowing me to
visit colleges and talk to professionals. Thank you, Honorable Councilmembers, for
funding MEDB so the students, like me, can have these opportunities. I hope you’ll
continue this funding. Thank you for your time and consideration.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Thank you.

AUDIENCE: . . . (applause)...

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Janice.

MS. AQUINDE: Good evening, Honorable Councilmembers. My name is Janice Aquinde and
I’m Evan’s and Elise’s mom. I’m pretty much like a helicopter mom. I want to know
what they’re doing and when Evan started 6th grade I had no idea what STEM was. And
they had their opportunity to go to a STEM career field trip so I tagged along. And so
when I went, I was amazed. They got to meet all the other people in the Tech Park, the
businesses. They talked to the people to see how they got there and what was important.
They had a lot of different people from different backgrounds that went through school
or some straight into their career, and I thought that was really great for the kids to
know. I wish they had that when I was younger because it was confusing. And through
MEDB they have helped with a lot of other STEM items like the STEMworks after school
where Evan and Elise have learned to do their media and robotics, and they even did
some gardening. MEDB also had a family night at our school where the Maui High
students came and talked to the kids about high school, the academies that they have,
talked to them about colleges and scholarships. It’s kind of neat that they have an idea
so when he’s ready for high school already. When I was his age, I wasn’t. They also
had workshops where Evan and Elise has gotten to work on their skills and MEDB has
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beenso wonderful. They helpedto providesomeequipmentandcomputersfor themto
work with, andthey also paid for their conferencefeesfor the competition. And in the
competition, we have to travel very far, and they did very well. They entered 11
competitionsand they placedin nine. And without MEDB’s help, I don’t think that
would have beenpossible. So with MEDB they provide great opportunitiesfor our
children, which I believe is building our future. So, thank you for your time and
consideration,andpleasecontinueto supportMEDB.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Thankyou. Goodjob.

AUDIENCE: . . . (applause)...

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: PaulaHiguchi. Paula? Theresheis. . . followed by Shaileen
Cortez.

MS. HIGUCHI: Good evening. My nameis PaulaHiguchi andI serveas the Unit Director for
the Boys and Girls Clubs of Maui - CentralClub. first off, I would like to extendmy
deepestgratitudefor all you have helpedto provide our organizationas a whole, and
specificallyfor the CentralClubhouse.With the shortamountof time that I have,I will
attemptto give a snapshotof whatyour help directly providesfor our youth. This year,
to date, the CentralClub currentlyhas412 members;over 120 club membersattend
on a daily average.To reflecton lastyear,we had418 studentsparticipatein our power
hour program,which is an afterschoolhomeworktime. Three hundredthirty-eight
studentsparticipatedin ProjectLearn. It’s anothereducationalprogramthatwe offer.
Forty-four boys participatedin a mentoring program called Passportto Manhood.
Eighty-onegirls participatedin a similar programcalled Smart Girls. Four hundred
and three membersparticipatedin healthy life skills at recreationingclub and we
provided 1,738 free meals,no cost to our kids, and4,400 free snacks. Though . . . we
seeour clubhouseas a homeaway from home, We love supportingour families. For
example,we haveonefamily with anoldersisterat Maui High, shemaintainsa 4.0 GPA
and shehas two youngersiblings who also attendClub — one from Maui Waenaand
anotherfrom Lihikal, andit’s great. They all get to cometogetherat our clubhouse,sit
down, do their homeworktogether,competeeachotherin Shambattle, encourageone
anotherthroughoutthe day, andwe havemultiple families like that. And this specific
family they eveninvited their four cousinsfrom two other families to come be at club
with them. It’s a greatmeetingplacefor theyouthof Maui. And I’d alsolike to highlight
our Youth of the Year Maui finalist Nigel Mayfield. Nigel hasbeena club memberfor
the pastfive years. He cameherefrom the mainland. He hadno friends. He wasvery
nervousto be here. But soonenough,he was able to get to know the staff and other
club members.And whenhe cameherehe was going througha bunchof family trials
sohewasat a really roughplace. But now he’saJunioratBaldwin High School,playing
baseball,takingAP coursesmaintaininga 3.4 GPA, andhe is an amazingrole model to
the restof the kids at our club. So reflecting on this pastyearjust motivatesus for
what’s ahead. I hope to launcha gardeningprojectat our club andutilize the USDA
summereating program to offer even more nutritious meals for our club members
throughoutthe summer.
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